Borden Company House, Allegany Mines
AL-V-A-128

Green Row, Zihlman

ca. 1850

The Borden Mining Company arrived in Allegany County
during the mid-1840's and constructed housing for miners
before opening the company's mines in 1850. This double or
block house, located in the company's village of Allegany
Mines, is a good example of the typical company house. It
is a two story frame structure with weatherboarding and a
four bays wide principal facade which includes two entrances.
It rests on wooden posts and has a shed roofed kitchen addition
on the northeast.
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This building consists of a two story, four bays wide
rectangular frame duplex structure with weatherboard siding.
It rests on wooden posts with stones placed between them with
no apparent water table. The gable front roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice and soffit.
Wall features include cornerboard. An original brick chimney
on the interior has a corbeled cap.

Two replaced entrances are located in the center of the
southwestern facade. One is of four panels and the other is of
two panels and three lights. Slightly pedimented windows are
pegged two over two lights with wooden lugsills. A wide porch
on the southwest has a hipped porch roof supported by five
square wooden posts. A frame addition on the northeast has
a shed roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This duplex or "block" house is a good example of company housing
rented to George's Creek coal miners. It is located on "Green Row"
in the town of Allegany Mines, named for the Borden Coal Company's
mine, but later remaned Zihlman. The houses on Green Row were all

painted green. (1)

The Borden Company, which also operated a deep shaft mine in the
town of Borden Shaft, built houses for their employees before they
opened their mines in the early 1850's. (2) Katherine Harvey describes
this company housing in The Best Dressed Miners:

The double house was typical of this region. These two family
dwellings known as "blocks" were usually of frame construction,
two stories high, providing three or four rooms and sometimes
a shed kitchen for each occupant. (3)

Although most miners would have prefered owning their own homes there
were advantages as well as disadvantages in the practice:

Families which occupied company houses were particularly
vulnerable in times of strikes; on the other hand, the
man who rented a company house might be the one retained
in slack times. In 1875, when the Borden Company dis-
charged ninety men, they were "those who do not occupy
or board in the Company's houses." (4)

In 1951 the Borden Company sold the entire neighborhood to the Big
Savage Refractories Company which quickly sold the houses to the

tennants. (5) Many have been converted into single family dwellings
as this one has.

(cont.)
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The building fits Ms. Harvey's description perfectly being
a two story frame building with weatherboarding and a four bay front
facade including two entrances. It rests on wooden posts and has a
shed roofed kitchen addition on the northeast. In structurally sound
and fair condition it represents a way of 1life and an economic system
which has mostly disappeared.

g g Interview with owner, Ethel L. Smith, Zihlman, Md. December 1, 1978
John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia: L.H. Everts Co.)
Vol. LL p. 1444
(3) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland
Coal Region 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p.83
(4) Tbid, p.89
(5) AlTegany County Land Records, Liber 235, Folio 715, and Liber 237, Folio 193
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